
HMSSC - FUTURE OF THE
HELICOPTER COMMUNITY

The Helicopter Mission Systems Support Center
(HMSSC) at the Naval Aviation Systems Team in Patuxent
River, MD, offers a secure, controlled environment for
engineering, development, test and evaluation of helicopter
mission systems, subsystems  and components. Through
both laboratory and multi-platform aircraft support, the
HMSSC provides the helicopter community with a valuable
tool to stem the rising costs of ground and flight testing.
From technology demonstration through developmental
testing, HMSSC stands ready to deliver now and in the
future.



The HMSSC has proudly
served the helicopter community
since its inception in 1978, It
provides ground and flight test
assets to support development and
test of aircraft installed acoustic
and non-acoustic sensors,
communications, navigation,
prototype and special project
systems and subsystems. These
assets include hard-line and free-
air acoustic and data link
capabilities through in-house and
commercially developed SIM/
STIM modules such as the
Sonobuoy Transmitting Station,
Sonar Single Target Simulator and
Tactical Navigation Integration
test bench.  Mission reconstruction
and training capabilities are also
available through the Mission
Data Playback System.

In the realm of technology
demonstration and development
programs, the HMSSC provides
unparalleled engineering and
technical expertise working in
concert with government and
commercial systems developers
and manufacturers to ensure the
b e s t  p r o d u c t  p o s s i b l e  i s

delivered to the customer.
HMSSC was instrumental in the
demonstration, development and
procurement cycle of the next
generation sonar system, the
Airborne Low Frequency Sonar
(ALFS).

Through use of in-house
designed and commercial-off-the-
shelf (COTS) hardware and
software, the HMSSC provides
state-of-the-art integrated systems
data acquisition, reduction and
analysis capabilities that can be
readily adapted to support the
development and test of a  variety
of aircraft mission systems,
subsystems and components.

A recent addition to the
HMSSC, the VH Testbed Support
Facility (TSF), rounds out the
level of support afforded the
helicopter community with the
inclusion of the Executive
Transport Helicopter Program.
The TSF provides unique support
to the VH community through the
NVH-3A testbed helicopter.  The
NVH-3A contains a locally
designed and manufactured
avionics suite that can be easily
configured to function as either a
VH-3D or VH-60N.  It  serves as
a flying laboratory supporting
hardware and software
development and test under actual
flight conditions as well as
providing unique training
capabilities for aircrew and
engineering personnel.

For more information
regarding the capabilities and
availability of the HMSSC / TSF,
please contact the HMSSC office
at Patuxent River, Maryland at
301-342-1330 or DSN 342-1330.

HMSSC OFFERS SECURE, CONTROLLED TEST
ENVIRONMENT FOR HELICOPTER SYSTEMS


