Operations at Airports w/o Towers

CALL CTAF OR FSS 10 MILES OUT:
CTAF:

“Easton UNICOM, Cessna 1177M, 10 miles to the southwest at two-thousand five hundred feet, touch-and-gos Easton, request wind and runway information, Easton” 

FSS: (Assuming Easton had an FSS at the field)

“Easton RADIO, Cessna 1177M, 10 miles to the southwest at two-thousand five hundred feet, touch-and-gos Easton, request Airport Advisory”
DETERMINING TRAFFIC PATTERN: (AIM 4-3-3)

1. Call CTAF or FSS

2. Segmented Circles 

3. Traffic Pattern Indicator on or near the end of the runway

4. Wind Sock using Standard Pattern (turns to the left)

· When two or more aircraft are approaching the airport for landing the aircraft at the LOWER altitude has the right of way, but it shall not take advantage of this rule to cut in front of another aircraft on final approach land, or to overtake that aircraft (AIM 4-3-3d)

· Aircraft on final approach have the right-of-way over aircraft on the surface waiting to takeoff*** (91.113)

TRAFFIC PATTERN ALTITUDES: (AIM 4-3-4) (AC 90-66A)

Traffic patterns for propeller driven aircraft generally extend from 600’ AGL to 1,500’ AGL (AIM 4-3-4)

AC 90-66A:

· It is recommended that airplanes observe  1000’ AGL traffic pattern
· Large and turbine-powered airplanes should enter the traffic pattern at an altitude of 1,500’ AGL (or 500’ AGL above the established pattern) (90-66A 8c)

· A helicopter may fly a similar pattern at a lower altitude 500’ Agl closer to the airport or a 500’ pattern on the opposite side (AC 90-66A 9a4)

· Parachute open at about 3,000’ AGL within 1-2 miles of the runway (better not start or taxi if you can wait) (Jumping Organization should advise ATC when the last parachute reaches the ground FAR 105.14)

· Beware when over flying an airport at 1,500’ – 2,000’ AGL.  Many airports (such as Easton and Salisbury) have instrument approach / missed approach holding fixes located above the field at 1,500-2,000’ AGL – so be alert to the possibility of an aircraft practicing approaches to missed approach and entering holding right above the field

HOW TO ENTER THE PATTERN:

90-66A:

· After checking the wind and landing runway from overhead, proceed to a point well clear of the pattern before descending to the primary altitude (8a)

· Aircraft should be at the appropriate altitude before entering the traffic pattern (8b)

· Entry to downwind should be at a 45-degree angle abeam the midpoint of the runway (8b)

· Aircraft SHOULD NOT be operated in the pattern > 200 knots

CTAF & FSS: AC 90-42F

“Easton TRAFFIC, Cessna 1177M, entering downwind for Runway 33, (Touch-and-go / Full Stop), Easton”

HOW TO FLY THE PATTERN:

AC 90-66A

· The traffic pattern should be maintained until the aircraft is at least abeam the approach end of the landing runway

· The base leg should commence when the aircraft is at a point approximately 45 degrees relative bearing from the landing threshold

CTAF & FSS:  AC 90-42F 

“Easton TRAFFIC, Cessna 1177M, TURNING*** (Base/ Final) for runway 33 (Touch-and-go / Full Stop) Easton”

*** Many experienced pilots believe it is better to call “TURNING Base” and “TURNING Final” in the belief that you are more easily identified when you are turning because your wings exhibit that much more surface area to be spotted

“Easton TRAFFIC, Cessna 1177M, Clear of Runway 33, Easton”

REPORT TAXING:

CTAF:

Easton TRAFFIC, Cessna 1177M at (Location on Airport), Taxiing to Runway 33, Easton”

FSS:

Easton Radio, Cessna 1177M, Ready to taxi, VFR, Departing to the Southwest, Request Airport Advisory”

BEFORE TAKEOFF:
CTAF & FSS:

Easton TRAFFIC, DEPARTING Runway 33 (Remaining in the pattern / Departing the Pattern to the Southeast), Easton”

AFTER TAKEOFF:

1. Continue straight ahead until beyond the departure end of the runway

2. Climb to pattern altitude

· DEPARTING THE PATTERN:

After reaching pattern altitude:

1) Continue straight out 

or

2) Turn 45* to the LEFT (RIGHT FOR RIGHT Traffic Pattern)

· REMAINING IN THE PATTERN:

Climb to at least 300’ below pattern altitude (beyond the departure end of the runway) BEFORE you start your turn.

PRACTICE APPROACHES: (AIM 4-3-21)

Before practicing an instrument approach at airfields with towers, pilots should inform the approach control facility or the tower of the type of practice approach they desire to make and how they intend to terminate it, i.e., full-stop landing, touch-and-go, or missed approach or low-approach.  (AIM 4-3-21b)

At airports w/o Towers, pilots SHOULD notify the facility having jurisdictional control as indicated on the approach chart.  (AIM 4-3-21)  If they are on approach frequency then they are not on CTAF

VFR aircraft practicing instrument approaches are NOT automatically authorized to execute the missed approach procedure.  This authorization must be specifically requested by the pilot and approved by the controller.  Separation will NOT be provided unless the missed approach has been approved by ATC. (AIM 4-3-21e)

Except in an emergency, aircraft cleared to practice instrument approaches must not deviate from the approved procedure unless cleared to do so. (AIM 4-3-21f)

AC 90-42F9d

· Pilots practicing instrument approaches should be particularly alert for other aircraft that may be departing in the opposite direction.

· Self Announce:

· Established on Final Approach (or release from ATC)

·  Final Approach Fix Inbound (or released from ATC)

· Completion or Termination of the approach

· Missed Approach

“Easton TRAFFIC, Cessna 1177M, (Established on Final NDB 22 / NDB 22 FAF Inbound) Inbound, (Level at / Descending Through _____) Practice NDB 22 Approach, Easton”

“Easton TRAFFIC, Cessna 1177M, Practice NDB 22 Approach (Completed / Terminated / Missed Approach), Easton”

